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A Letter From Heaven 
By: Alena Hakala Meadows

When tomorrow starts without me 
And I'm not there to see; 

If the sun should rise and find your eyes 
All filled with tears for me. 

I wish so much you wouldn't cry 
The way you did today; 

While thinking of the many things 
We didn't get to say. 

I know how much you love me 
As much as I love you; 

And each time that you think of me, 
I know you'll miss me too. 

When tomorrow starts without me, 
Don't think we're far apart 

For every time you think of me, 
I'm right here in your heart.
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Obituary
Gregory Al’Terik Ellis, (affectionately known as “Greg”, 
“Gee”, or “Jersey”), was born on January 21, 1973 in 
Newark, New Jersey to Henry T. Cosby and Irene Ellis. He 
was educated in the Newark Public School system. 
Gregory earned various Welding Certifications and was 
also a very skilled, independent barber.

Gregory married Rhoshon Sanders on May 24, 2013 and 
they later moved to Hornell, New York with their son, 
Zy’Aire. Gregory worked at McCourt during the day and 
during the night at ACS Cleaning Facility as a Detailing 
Technician. Gregory earned many awards and certificates 
in this position, which inspired him to start his own 
cleaning business named after his paternal grandfather, 
Smiley Cleaning Services LLC.

On Tuesday, November 21, 2023, Gregory departed this 
life at the age of fifty.

He was predeceased by his grandparents: Jeffrey (Jeff) 
Ellis, Henry (Smiley) Cosby, Mary-Jane (Nana) Ellis, and 
Alberta (Bert) Johnson; and his brother: Aaron Ellis.

Gregory Al’Terik Ellis leaves to cherish fond memories, 
his wife: Rhoshon Sanders; his parents: Henry (Lynn) 
Cosby, and Irene Ellis; his children: Shanaya Washington, 
Khatia Ellis, Accacia Wise, and Zy’Aire Ellis; his siblings: 
Kimberly Ellis, Jennifer Cosby, Jessica Cosby, Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Brandon Cosby, Bre’von Cosby, and 
Bryan Cosby; 6 grandchildren: Malena, Melanie, 
Treasure, Kahmari, Miella, and Egypt; 2 aunts: Cynthia 
Cosby-Woods and Cynthia Ellis; 2 brothers-in-law: Walter 
(Crystal) and Ty-Juan (Trene) Sanders; and a host of 
nieces and nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews, 
cousins, and friends.


