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Obituary

Kate Black, born February 15, 1936, daughter 1o Rufus (deceased) and Martha
Red (deceased) and sister of Daisy, Harry (deceased), Joseph (deceased) Reid.,
Kate was raised in Moncks Comer, South Caroling in a amall wwn name
MacBeih. Kate early vears of education was Berkeley Elementary Middle and
High Schaol,

In 1952, Kate gave birth to her first child, Margaret Reid-Jackson, When she
Tumed 18, she decided 1o explore bi and heter o unities, so she kel the
small wan of Macheth and migrated to New York i January 1956, This was
duringe the time when miost were |ooking for new Beginming (rom the deep
south and away from the 'J?n Crow™ era. Kate's first pob was a domestic worker
inH ead, NY. There she was provided with an income along with room and
board. As Kate's life staned to mke anide, she met & man by the name of BEddie
Black (deceased). At age 24 she marriad Mr. Black on May 20, 1964, in the wown
of Hempstead. NY. In this anion she had three children: Jomnn Reid (decensed),
Dorothy Ann Black, and Ronald J. Black (deceased). Both Eddie and Kate moved
from [sland pnad relocated 1o Manhattan, New York. 1t was in NYT that Kate
winrked a cleaners that specialized in cleaning and pressing men's dress
clothes. For over 40 years, she hand-press and sarched men's dress shins until
she retired in the early 1990s. Both Eddie and Kate Black continee o reside m
MY C until their final days.

Girandima Kate, as we all called her, was a beatiful woman. “The camera just
loved her”. Grandma Kate bought her first Polanid Camera; instant pictures in
the early 1980s, and she was hooked. We believe she was the first person 1o invem
selfies. Her photo albam to this day still contains self-portraits! In her carly years,
Kate had a tulent for sewing. She wis a great scamstress and would love 1o make
her own clothes, She had an eve for fashion, makeup, and hair. Always booking
her best at famaly Tunctions

She had a ion for music and her favorite artist was Mate King Cole and
Giladys Knight On some rare occasions she would sing the Christimas
“Merry Christmas 1o You™ by Nate King Cole. This was usually petitioned by her
eldest daughter, Margaret, who loved 1o hear her sing. Kate was not oo much of
a dancer, but would cut a rug when asked too. She would enjoy wakching people
at parties do the “Electric Slide™. She loved it 50 much she went owt and bought
the T Grondmn Kste loved movies and late-night TV shows such as Curol
Bumen Show and The Honeymooners. In her later vears she would love 1o waich
shows, Her favorbe show was “Let"s Make a 1" hosted by Wayne Brady,
would always say “That's my guy”’. Grandma Kate had a great sense of
humor, and she still tmed to keep that attitude even dunng her end of days.

Om A 19, 2023, Mrs. Kate Black (Grandma Kate) gained her wings and was
called to be with the Lord, She leaves to watch over from above: sister,
Dassy Reid; two davshiers, Margaret Reid Jackson and Dorothy Black Brown:
nine grandchildren, Rochelle Jackson-Rivera, Camella Jackson, Rapheal R.
Jackson, Rodenck T. Brown, Yanja Brown, Ronald Brown, Asron Brown, Devon
Brown, Anthosy LaPrince, ani Marla Brown; grandson-in-law, Lus Tony
Rivern: greml-gramnds to name o few: Ebony [, Gibson, Peleen | Rivern, Patience
Maknels Meyers, lackson EN Rivera with Messings of eight more; along with a
st of great, great, grands, nieces, cousing, nephews, and friends,



Oider of Service

Introduction/Prayer.. .............. Minister Rochelle Jackson-Rivera

{ Granddaughter)
Eulogy.........ooooiiiiinnnn Ebony D. Jackson (Great Granddaughter)
Song.. ...l “They Won't Go When | Go™ (Stevie Wonder)
Poetry Reading.......... Patience M. Meyers (Great Granddaughter)
Spoken Words. . ... Ralph R. Jackson (Grandson)
Spoken Words. ..__...._....._Jackson E-N Rivera (Great Grandson)
Poetry Reading..................... Camella Jackson (Granddaughter)
Obituary Reading.................. Minister Rochelle Jackson-Rivera
Senpture’Commutial .. Rev. Pope
SOME...ooviiinirinniiiniin “Walk Around Heaven" (Patti LaBelle)
Conclusion............coooviiennee Mimister Rochelle Jackson-Rivera

FINAL DISPOSITION:

Oxford Hills Crematory
Chester, Mew York
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Don't grieve for me, formow 1'm frec
1I'm following the path God laid for me
I took his hand when | heard Him call
I turmed my back and lelt n all
I cottld not stay another day.
To laugh. to love, 1o work or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,
| found that peace at the close of day.
If my parting has lefl a void,
Then fill it up with remembered joy.
A fnendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
O, ves these things | too will miss,
Be not burdened wath times of sormow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow
My life's been full, | savored much.
Good fniends, good times, a loved one's touch,
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue gnet.
Liftup your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free!
juthor unknown

The family ackmowledges with deep appreciation all acts of
kindness extended to them during this bereavement hour.

May Ged bless you for all your thoughtfulness and concern,
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