


Obituary
Daryl Leonard Letsome was born on September 7, 1957 in New York City, to his
proud parents Melford (who preceded him in death) and Io Letsome. He was the
second of three children. Daryl was raised in Grant Houses with his siblings, Jennifer
and Dave. He received his elementary education at New York City Public Schools and
graduated from Louis D. Brandeis High School. He also took courses at John Jay
College.

Daryl was very ambitious and had an excellent work ethic. He started working at the
age of sixteen at Alexanders & Orbachs Department Stores. He began his career at the
New York City Department of Corrections in 1982. Daryl was always punctual and
kept a perfect attendance record. He was a dedicated officer and loved his
job. He was passionate about becoming a union delegate to fight the
injustices he witnessed on the job. He was elected union delegate in 1993.
He took this position very seriously, as he represented his colleagues with
his motto “When you're right, you must fight! But you can’t be wrong and
strong.” Daryl strived hard to win his fellow co-workers’ grievances
because he enjoyed a great debate. He retired after 21 years of service in
June 2003.

On May 29, 1983 Daryl married the love of his life Diane, whom he met in high
school. From this union came two beautiful daughters LaToya and Sytonia. Daryl was
a great family man, and always provided for his daughters. He adored his daughters
and they made him very proud with their accomplishments. In 2005 he was overjoyed
when his first grandchild Bria was born followed by Dylan then Jevon Jr.
Affectionately known as Pop Pop, Daryl was overjoyed attending dance recitals,
basketball games and school events.

Daryl was very giving to those he loved but his greatest love was Diane. For 45 years
he shared his life with the girl who stole his heart back at Brandeis high school. He
adored Diane and until he closed his eyes in death, his life was filled with memories
they created by traveling, and watching their children and grandchildren grow.
Chocolate and Vanilla aka the Huxtables, were nicknames affectionately given to them
by the family. They shared many years of laughter, learning and loving. They were
truly best friends.

Daryl took pride in his appearance and was always color coordinated from head to toe.
He LOVED to SHOP! He never liked when his wife referred to him as a shopaholic
but he enjoyed going to every designer sample sale to purchase his Hugo Boss suits &
designer shoes. Daryl was a master at finding a good sale. He would inform everyone
where to purchase great buys from Saks Fifth Ave to CVS. He reviewed everything
before he purchased it, often traveling with his review magazines on electronics
because it had to be the best. He always asked after his purchase “Guess how much I
paid for this?”

Daryl was a lover of music. Throughout the week he would listen to his favorite R&B,
Jazz and Calypso songs. When the song “Feeling Hot Hot Hot'' came on, Daryl really
came alive, or when a Temptations’ song played, he swore he was a member of the
group, singing the lyrics to “Ain’t Too Proud to Beg”. Sundays were dedicated to
Gospel music and his favorite song was “The Best In Me” by Marvin Sapp. Daryl
would make Jazz and Gospel CDs for anyone who enjoyed the music.

Daryl’s life was full and he will be greatly missed. He leaves behind to cherish his
memory, his devoted wife Diane, his loving daughters LaToya Johnson and Sytonia
Letsome. His son in law Jevon, His grandchildren Bria, Dylan and Jevon Jr., his
mother Io Letsome, siblings Jennifer and Dave, a loving and loyal cousin/brother
Larry J, brothers-in-law Ronald & Tyrone, a sister-in-law Pamela, an honorary brother
Harrison Stukes, nephews, nieces, aunts, cousins and a host of friends.
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THEDAYGODTOOKYOUHOME

Amillion times
I've needed you

Amillion times I've cried,
If love alone

Could have saved you
You never would have died.
In life I loved you dearly;
In death I love you still.

In my heart you hold a space,
Where no one can ever fill.

It broke my heart to lose you,
But you didn't go alone

Part of me went with you,
The day God took you home.
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