


Obituary
Elmeda Everna Francis “Ma” entered this world on November
16, 1919 in St. Croix, Virgin Islands. OnAugust 22, 2021, at the age
of 101, while in her home in the Bronx, she was called home. Ma
and her two siblings were born to Christian and Rosalind Francis.
As a child she grew up in a faith-filled home.

Ma spent her early years in her hometown of St. Croix. She and her
first born son Leroy, later migrated to the United States and her
three younger children, Reuben, Eunice and Joseph, soon followed.

Ma was a hard-working woman who had a 35-year career as a
seamstress with Amalgamated Service and Allied Industries which
was located in the Fashion District of New York City. She was
recognized as an expert in her field by numerous celebrity clients,
such as Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis, Jr. and many more. She
retired in 1982.

There was never a dull moment when Ma was around. She was
witty and loved telling stories of her childhood in St. Croix. Ma was
a voracious reader and could be often found reading late into the
night. She loved spending time with her family and enjoyed the
occasional trip to the Casino. There wasn’t a slot machine safe
when Ma was around. She enjoyed cooking for her family and they
looked forward to her speciality, her cod fish cakes.

Physically able to “kick up her heels” for most of her years, she led
by example of how to live and totally enjoy life. She was a spiritual
woman whose favorite savying was “It’s in his hands.”.

Ma was predeceased by her brother, Leslie Francis, her sister, Doris
Reed, her sons Leroy James and Joseph James and her daughter
Eunice Campbell. Left to cherish her memory is her only surviving
son, Reuben James; her grandchildren: Raymond James, Lorraine
James, Crystal Jewell, Reynold James, Ronald James, Denise
Copeland, Sheila Hagens, Reuben James, Jr., Donnell James and a
host of relatives and friends.
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Asleep
I’ve closed my eyes and fallen asleep,
So there’s no reason for you to weep;

This is a debt we all must pay,
You will see me again someday.

I’ve endured pain and sometimes sorrow,
Now I don’t have to worry about tomorrow.

But life for youmust go on,
Youmust not worry because I’m gone.

You stood beside me all the way,
When I was down, you knew what to say ...
You always told me, “get some rest,”
Let me sleep now, I’ve done my best.

So please let me rest in peace,
The tears you’re shedding soon will cease.
You’ll soon realize this was meant to be, I
thank God because He came forme.

-Emily Dickinson
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