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Obituary
Mrs. Lucille Maria Wheatley, the daughter of Constancia Smith
and Wilfred Gutliffe, was born on January 29, 1927, on an island of St.
Thomas, United States, Virgin Islands. She was the mother of two
sons, George London (deceased) and Maurice Murray, Salinas,
California, and the wife of Mr. Earle Wheatley (deceased).

She received her elementary education in St. Thomas. At an early age,
she traveled to New York City in pursuit of higher education and
employment. Mrs. Wheatley received a Certificate of Social Work from
Fordham University, Master of Arts Degree in Sociology from
Goddard College and Master of Social Work Degree from Adelphi
University. Her last employment was with New York City
Department of Correction. She retired after ten years as Director of
Social Services at the New York City Correctional Institution for
Women.

After Earle retired, they chose Deltona for their new home. She joined
the membership of Greater Union First Baptist Church; NAACP;
YMCA; Boys and Girls Club; West Volusia Hispanic Association;
American Association of University Women; Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc.; African American Association of Deltona; United Way;
Community Outreach Services; Human Services Advisory; and others
too many to mention. In 1995, she campaigned for the incorporation of
Deltona, Florida, she was also a candidate for the Commission, and
was the first and longest serving African American member on the
Commission. She served ten years.

She is survived by her son, Maurice Murray; four granddaughters,
Deborah Nesmith, Akilah Villanueva, Tanika Leonard and Asia
Murray; four grandsons, Daron Nesmith, Maurice Murray, Jr.,
Abdul Leonard and Shariff Robinson; thirteen great-grandchildren, a
host of cousins, nieces and nephews; three sisters, Ellen Pickering of
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, Edris Gutliffe of Brooklyn, New York, and
Ethel Jones (deceased) of Chicago, Illinois; two brothers, Pedrito
Gutliffe (deceased) and Antonio Gutliffe (deceased); the Murray’s
grandchildren, Theodore, Valerie (Eric) Been, Kyle, Desiree,
DeShawn, Jermaine, Apryl, Jimmy, Jennie, Dalton 999 and Glen; 22
great-grandchildren, 13 great-great-grandchildren, adopted
granddaughter, Krizia Gardner; special loving friends, Wanda Curry,
Mary McIntyre, Al Rodriguez, Charles Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Randolph
Harris, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rhodes, Mr. & Mrs. David Dawson,
Mavis Liddie, Lula Rand, Rosetta Williams, Pamela Hunter and
Roland Blossom and many dedicated caregivers.
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I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now; I’m free,
I’m following the path God laid for me.
I took his hand when I heard Him call.

I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work, to play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I’ve now found that peace at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things, I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, and I savored much,
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift-up your heart and share with me,

God wanted me now and He set me free.
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