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Obituary
Mary was born in New Orleans, Louisiana to Mary Young and Lester Kuykendall.
She attended primary school in New Orleans, Louisiana and graduated from
McDonogh 35 Senior High School Summa Cum Laude. After completing high
school, she at- tended The YMCA School of Commerce where she earned a diploma
as an Executive Secretary.

She relocated to New York City in 1959 to improve her employment opportunities.
She was employed as an Administrative Assistant in one of the large department store
chains in New York City. After being in New York for a short time, she met the love
of her life, the General, who at the time was a second Lieutenant; not long after they
met, they were married. Her career was interrupted for a number of years while she
raised her four children.

She continued her education in order to further her career opportunities and earned a
Cer- tificate of study for Grant writing for non-profit organizations from the Bronx
Community College. She was instrumental in the establishment of the 369th
Historical Society, and one of the mu- seum curators where she devoted a great many
hours developing the Society’s membership and displays for its exhibitions. As one of
the Society’s chartered members, she has served on a number of committees and is
now a member of the Society’s Executive Board as the Corre- sponding Secretary.

Much of her time and energy is devoted to organizing fund raisers for the Society and
increas- ing the organization’s membership. In addition, she chaired the Annual
Reception of the 369th Historical Society to kick-off Black History Month at the
369th Armory. She is the chair- person on many projects for the Society and holds the
honor of being the first person to Chair the New York National Guard Spouses
Committee Luncheon and Networking Seminar, which was a challenging task.

She was presented a Certificate of Merit from the Executive Chamber of the State of
New York. She is the first recipient of the prestigious Knolma Lolita Duckett Award,
presented by the 369th Historical Society to the spouse of a New York National Guard
Person who has worked tirelessly on behalf of her spouse in the furtherance of
military traditions and ideals. She has received a number of awards and honorary
awards, usually reserved for spouses of service members. She is active in a number of
civic and social clubs in the New York Met- ropolitan Area. Mrs. James is a CEO and
exercises her entrepreneurial skills in cooking and book writing which she has worked
on throughout her professional career.

Mary Kuykendall James was a force who spoke loudly when needed but also found
solitude orchestrating in the background. She has been described as classy and elegant
and was a leader without effort, she was also very kind and direct. Mary possessed a
strength that exuded confidence and a love that would move mountains for her family
and friends. To those who loved and knew her best, she was “mommy”, “grandma”,
‘Aunt Mary” and “Nanan”.

On March 29th, 2020, our beloved May was called home to be with The Lord. She
leaves to continue her legacy, her daughter Roslyn Williams, her sons Nathaniel, Jr. ,
Darryl (Valerie) , Eric (Jill) , eight grandchildren: Amani, Shana, Adrien, Sean,
Ashley, Mikayla, Lauren, Christopher, and two great-grandsons, Tyler and Ksawery,
her god-daughter Shannon (Edward) and god-daughter Sharon Rogers and host of
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do, I give
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” -John 14:7



Order of Service
Organ Prelude

Processional

Invocation

Selection
“One Day At A Time”

Scripture Readings
Old Testament
New Testament

Prayer Of Comfort

Selection
“Wind Beneath My Wings”

Reading Of Obituary

Selection
“Rise Up”

Eulogy
Rev. Norman Champion

Committal & Benediction

Remarks By Funeral Director

Final Viewing

Recessional

Interment
Arlington National Cemetery

Arlington, New York



I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free.

I’m following the path God has chosen for me.
I took His hand when I heard Him call;

I turned my back and left it all.
I could not stay another day,

to laugh, to love, to work or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way;

I’ve found now peace at the end of the day.
If my parting has left a void,

then fill it with remembered joys.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss;
Oh yes, these things, I too will l miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
look for the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I savored much;

good friends, good times, a loved ones touch.
Perhaps my time seems all too brief;

don’t lengthen your time with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and peace to thee,
God wanted me now – He set me free.
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