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Barbara J. Thomas (Stapleton) was born on January 4, 1938 in
Elizabeth, New Jersey to the late Ynez and Tillman Stapleton.

She received her education at Public School 18 and McKee
Vocational High School located in Staten Island.

Barbara proudly served on the Staten Island Women’s
Auxiliary and the Women’s Island Mediation Center. She also
worked at the Willowbrook State School for children with
Disabilities on Staten Island.

Barbara met Irving J. Thomas in 1953 and after a long
courtship they were joined in Matrimony in 1963, and from
that union three children were born.  She took great pride in
raising her family, spending time with her siblings, cooking
and traveling the world.

She is preceded in death by her siblings: two sisters, Jeanette
Stapleton and Marilyn Stapleton; two brothers, Tillman
Stapleton, Jr. and Donald Stapleton.

On February 2, 2020, God called her home. Barbara leaves
loving memories to be cherished by her loving husband,
Irving J. Thomas of Staten Island, NY; one son, Irving J.
Thomas, Jr. of Melbourne, Fla; two daughters, Garnette
Woods of Charlotte, NC and Tracy Thomas of Staten Island,
NY; grandson, Irving J. Thomas III of Melbourne, Fla; one
sister, Blanche Meaders with a host of other relatives and
friends.



The family of Barbara Thomas would like to Thank everyone
for all acts of kindness given to them during this time of sorrow.
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I’m sorry I had to leave you.
My loved ones, oh so dear.

But you see, the Master called me,
His voice was very clear!

I had made my reservation
A heaven bound ticket for one,

And I knew that He would call me
When He felt my work was done.
I know that your hearts are heavy

Because I have gone away,
But when the Master called me,

I knew that I could not stay.
Yes, I’m sorry I had to leave you

My loved ones, oh so dear,
But, you see, the Master called me

And, now I’m resting here.
Yes, I’ve crossed on over to glory

And to you all I say
Just stay in the hands of Jesus
And we’ll meet again someday.

-Author unknown
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