


Keon Edward Lawrence was born on October 1, 1987 at Saint Elizabeth Hospital in
Elizabeth, NJ to Darlene Epps and the late Leon Lawrence. Keon E. Lawrence
departed this life on Friday, November 29, 2019 at Beth Israel Hospital in Newark, NJ.
Keon attended George Washington Carver & Hawthorne Avenue Elementary School
both of Newark, NJ. He graduated from middle school in June of 2002. Keon then
attended Weequahic High School of Newark, NJ from 2002-2006. Keon played on the
Boys Varsity Basketball team all 4 years while attending Weequahic High School
under the leadership of Coach Derrick Butler. Keon E. Lawrence is the 1st Newark
Public School’s Player, 1st leading scorer in Newark, NJ History of Boys Varsity
Basketball,  the 3rd Player in Essex County History and the 67th Player in New
Jersey’s History to make over 2,000 points in his High School Career. Keon also
attended Alif Muhammad Nia School from 2003-2006 where he received his High
School diploma in June of 2006. Keon was nominated to the McDonald’s All
American High School Basketball Team following his high school graduation. Keon
played in the Newark Public Schools Holiday Basketball Tournament for the All-
Tournament Team in 2004 & 2005. Keon played in the 28th Annual NJSCA North-
South All Star Basketball Classic at the Ritacco Center at Toms River High School and
received awards for the Men’s Most Valuable Player & Slam Dunk Champion. Keon
was inducted into the Men of Essex Hall of Fame & the Newark Athletic Hall of Fame
for Athlete of the Year in 2006. Keon also played for the U.S. Army National High
School All-Star Basketball Game and received a plaque for Most Valuable Player.

Keon then committed to Missouri University and played for the Mizzou Men’s
Basketball Team from 2006-2008 under the leadership of Coaches Quin Snyder &
Melvin Watkins. Keon then went to transfer to Seton Hall University for the Pirates
Men’s Basketball Team from 2008-2011 under the leadership of Coaches Bobby
Gonzalez & Dermon Player. Keon then had his commencement services from Seton
Hall University in May 2011 where he received his Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal
Justice. Keon then continued on playing more basketball for his usual summer leagues
at Branch Brook Park in Newark, NJ; East Orange Campus High School in East
Orange, NJ; Baruch College the City University of New York in New York City, NY;
Holcombe Rucker Park in New York, NY; the ABA Basketball League; and various
other programs for little league basketball for the youth throughout his break during
his Basketball Season. Keon then furthered his Basketball Career in the BLNO
Basketball League in the EuroBasket Circuit with Tromso Storm from 2014-2019
under the leadership of Coach Kenneth Webb. While in his seasons under Tromso
Storm he got awards for Most Valuable Player in the leagues playoffs, multiple articles
for Player of the week and Player of the Month, The Gold and Bronze Medal during
his Regular Season as well as during his Leagues Playoffs. Keon was inducted in the
Newark Athletic Hall of Fame for Weequahic High School on October 26, 2017. Keon
before his transition was picked up in the draft and was scheduled to leave overseas
this month of December.

Keon had recently started work at UPS in Newark, NJ and truly liked the job he was
doing. Keon E. Lawrence was a sweet kind hearted person who loved to dance, sing



karaoke with friends and family and was an all-around standout person. Keon got along
with all walks of life from street to the youth to the political. Keon was a mentor to a lot
of people especially the youth within his community as well as with the youth
organizations internationally. Keon was a phenomenal person who had a gift for
basketball who wasn’t afraid to share it with his peers, his fans, the youth or his
community. Keon shared an unbreakable bond with his mother as a son that no one can
compare. There wasn’t not one person who didn’t love, admire, care, enjoyed and
respected being around Keon for all that knew him. Keon was truly a LADIES MEN to
all the women he encountered throughout the years.  Keon had 3 loves that he cherished
dearly and they were His Mom Darlene Epps, His Son Keon E. Lawrence Jr &
Basketball. Keon also had a love for God and his son Jesus Christ when he decided to
become a member at Christian Love Baptist Church in Irvington, NJ under the
leadership of the late Reverend Ron Love. Keon was one of a kind and a unique young
man that will be missed and forever in our hearts for a lifetime.

He was preceded in death by his father, Leon Lawrence; grandparents, James Atkinson,
Victoria Brown Lawrence, Johnnie Bradley & Rosielee Inez Bradley; brother, Scott
Dickens; uncles, Willie Frank Lawrence, John Eddie Lawrence, Howard Lawrence,
Donald Miller, Paul Collins, Robert Bradley and Frank Brown; and aunt, Antrellita
Miller.

Keon leaves to cherish his memory: his son, Keon E. Lawrence Jr. (Union, NJ); mother,
Darlene Epps (Irvington, NJ); brothers,  Cerrome Wallace (Irvington, NJ) and Steven
Dickens (NJ), Michael Carter (Elizabeth, NJ) and Ameer Muhammad (NJ); sisters,
Kiyah Nelson, Wife Chanell Loyal of (Newark, NJ), Aasa Harris (Newark, NJ), Sandra
Dickens (Tarboro, NC), Mary Dickens (Tarboro, NC) and Tawanda Lewis (Newark,
NJ); nieces, Kearrah Nelson (Newark, NJ), Brook Smith (OH), Alasia Dickens (NJ),
Michelle Smith (NC) and Jasmine Dancy (NC); nephews, Justin Perry (NJ), Steven
Dickens Jr. (NJ), Brad Smith (OH), Rykeveius Dickens (NC), Michael Smith (NC) and
Ja’quan Williams (NC); uncles, Earl Bradley, Wife Vivian Bradley of (PA), William
Henry, Wife Clara Lawrence of (Washington, DC), James Lawrence, Wife Ada
Lawrence of (Elizabeth, NJ); aunts, Arlene Bradley (New Brunswick, NJ), Ammey
Bradley (Plainfield, NJ), Patricia Higgs (Greenville, NC), Earthleen Hinton (Tarboro,
NC) and Willette Martin (DE);  special friend, Tishauna Robinson (Irvington, NJ); baby
mother, Anna Hall (Union, NJ); big sis, Tiffany Accor (Irvington, NJ); special
grandmother, Geraldine Accor (Jersey City, NJ); surrogate father, Alif Muhammad
(Newark, NJ); god sisters, Iasia Hemingway (NJ) and Amani Baldwin (Newark, NJ);
god fathers, Ras Baraka Mayor of Newark, NJ, and The Late Donald M. Payne Sr.
Former U.S. Representative; god mothers, Jamillah Uthman (Newark, NJ), Kisha
Baldwin (Newark, NJ), Phyllis Edmonds (Irvington, NJ) and Nonie Kelly (Jersey City,
NJ); best friends, Daniel Spaulding (Newark, NJ), Antoinne Morgano (NJ), Tyreek
Rolon (NJ), Quishawn “Qui” Dixon (NJ), Daevon “DP” Paige (NJ), Kareem Collins
(NJ), Rell Prince (NJ), Shawn Blakewood (NJ), Alrashad “Dolla” Crawford (Newark,
NJ) and Maurice “Reese” Coleman (NJ); and a host of cousins, family members,
mentors, coaches & friends.



ZION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH
152 Osborne Terrace • Newark, New Jersey

Pastor Douglas Williams III, Pastor
Reverend Louise Rountree, Officiating

Service
Saturday, December 14, 2019 - 10:00 a.m.

Processional

Organ Prelude

Scripture Readings
   Old Testament ................................................................................................................. Waleah Cook
   New Testament ...................................................................................................................... John Cook

Prayer  of Comfort ........................................................................................Pastor Douglas Williams III

Remarks  ................Ras Baraka Mayor of Newark, NJ, Coach Gary Westberry, Coach Lee Whitaker,
Coach Casaundra “Sandy” Smith, Coach Dermon Player, Alif Muhammad (last speaker)

Selection .................................................................................................................... Tabatha Thompson

Obituary ............................................................................................................................. Debra Bradley

Acknowledgments ............................................................................................................ Willette Martin

Selection ....................................................................................................................... Kimberly Gamble

Words of Comfort ........................................................................................ Pastor Douglas Williams III

Eulogy/Benediction ........................................................................................ Reverend Louise Rountree

Recessional

Clinton Cemetery • Irvington, New Jersey

Repast
Weequahic High School 279 Chancellor Ave., Newark, NJ 07112 from 2pm to 4pm

























The family would like to express their deep appreciation and sincere thanks
for all acts of kindness shown to them during their time of bereavement.
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Just a little letter
I just wanted to say

Everything is fine
And I got here ok

I made it to heaven
This place is really great
Family came to meet me

They were waiting by the gate
I am young again

No illness and no pain
Things I could not do on earth

I can now do again
This place is beautiful

I feel like I have come home
There is waterfalls and flowers
And green fields where I roam
Please don’t worry about me

For I am in God’s care
And when the time is right

I will meet you there
Enjoy the life you have

Cherish every single day
Just wanted you to know

That I got here ok.
By John F. Connor

Pallbearers
Quishawn Dixon  Daniel Spaulding
Antoinne Morgano  Michael Carter
Kareem Collins  Alrashad Crawford
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