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Jewel Lee Daniels, affectionally known as “Jazzy J”, was born on June 28, 1935, in
Birmingham, AL, to the late Rev. Osborne C. and Geneva Carter, one of seven children.
After a long illness, Jewel went on to take her rest peacefully on July 9, 2019.

Jewel graduated from Ullman High, in Birmingham, AL.  She met and married the late
Andrew Daniels. From this union, they had four children, Andrew, Linda, Deborah and
Cynthia.  In 1965, the family relocated to Newark, NJ.  Once in NJ, Jewel continued her
education, attending Rutgers University.

Jewel was a jazzy woman, full of life, with several passions in photography, sewing,
fashion and cooking, to name a few.  Her real passion and calling was helping others, which
she spent majority of her life fulfilling.  She was the director at Project WHO, an inner city
after school program in Newark that helped teenagers prepare for their futures.  During her
busy life, Jewel found time to pursue her interest in cooking, selling BBQ ribs on the
weekend, during the summer.  Later, she pursued her passion for fashion by becoming an
entrepreneur, opening Jewel’s World of Fashion in East Orange, NJ. However, she could
not escape her true calling for helping others and became the Director of Donald Tucker
Community Center in Newark, NJ (The Centre Inc.)  She was also one of the original
coordinators of the Seniors and Youth groups of the Black Issues Convention.

At an early age, Jewel loved The Lord.  She was a devoted and faithful member of New
Hope Baptist Church, where she served on the Food/Clothing Ministry, and Prayer Line
Ministry. On October 9, 2005, Jewel was ordained a Deaconess, an accomplishment she
cherished.

Due to her illness, she could not physically attend service regularly, but her faith in God
remained strong until she was called home to rest.  She would say with true conviction,
“Keep your hands in God’s hand. He will see you through no matter what”.

There’s much more to be said of Jazzy J, this amazing phenomenal woman.  We are going
to truly miss her!

Jewel was preceded in death by her parents, Rev. Osborne C. and Geneva Carter; 5 siblings,
Augusta Hollis, Elizabeth English, Alice Robinson, Osborne C. Carter, Jr. and Dorothy
Hogan; her husband, Andrew Daniels and daughters, Linda Daniels and Deborah Granger.

Jazzy J leaves to cherish her memory, her sister: MaryHelen Falls of Birmingham, AL; her
children: Andrew O. Daniels (Mary) of Old Bridge, NJ; Cynthia Pettiford (Alexander) of
East Orange, NJ; her grandchildren: Dante’ Granger (Deborah) of Orange, NJ; Melissa
Pettiford (Cynthia) of Lithia Springs, GA; her great-grandchildren: Nyree Manderville
(Dante’) of Newark, NJ and Samiah Granger (Dante’) of Newark, NJ; Sister-in-Law:
Doretha Carter (Osborne) of Hillside, NJ; Beloved friend: Cede Chesson of East Orange,
NJ, and a host of nieces and nephews, other relatives and friends.

Lovingly Submitted, The Family

Jewel L. Daniels
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Remember me now
As you remember me then

Beautiful, Classy, Jazzy
A lover of life, people and family

Fond of the truth
With a spice for life

And a heart of service.
Remember me then

The good times
And the bad

The ones that made you wince
And laugh

The lessons we learned
All parts of life we experienced together

Remember my heart
Forget not my spirit

My faithfulness to our Heavenly Father
Who restored my soul

So that I may be of service to you
I’ve lived a magnificent life

One that I task you to live on and tell
For today we cry together

To wash away the sorrow you may feel
But know I am okay now
Know I am at peace now

Know I am with you always
And that I am home
Remember me now

Then remember to go out and live
“Stay as beautiful as you are, keep smiling, and make somebody happy”

 ~ Melissa Pettiford


