
Don’t spend too much time in mourning,
Tears are for the sad;
I left to be with Jesus

And this should make you glad.
Don’t waste your hours in grieving,

No need to feel distress;
I’m tried of life’s frustrations

And had to get some rest.
Don’t puzzle yourself with questions

Or try to reason why
Life here for me was ended,

It came my time to die.
Don’t lose the love I gave you

Feed it with your care;
Grow it with devotion

And spread it everywhere.
Don’t fret because my leaving

Came in such a way;
We’ll have another meeting

In God’s eternal day.

The family of Claris May Ricketts acknowledges with
deep appreciation all acts of kindness extended to

them during this bereavement hour. God bless you for
all your thoughtfulness and concern.

To send online condolences, visit www.braggfuneralhome.com
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 was born on June 6, 1926 to
the late Richard and Katherine (Hibbert) Merchant
in Mancester, Jamaica West Indies. Claris was the
last of seven children born to her parents.

Claris attended school in Manchester. At the age of
thirty-two she married the late Edward Nathaniel
Ricketts. From this union six children were born.
Claris and Nathaniel left Jamaica and moved to
England early in their marriage.  In the late 1970s
they migrated to the United States and settled in
Paterson, NJ.

Claris worked as a Nurses’ Aide at North Jersey
Training School in Totowa, NJ until she retired.
While in retirement, Claris enjoyed traveling to visit
her family and friends in Jamaica.

Claris departed this life on Saturday, December 26,
2009.

She is survived by: five sons, Trevor, Evan,
Barrington, Devon and Colin Ricketts; two brothers,
Alfred and Donald Morgan; fourteen grandchildren,
Christopher, Mark, Warren, Dominique, Shauna,
Darren, Ramir, Nyah, Justin, Nikola, Michael,
Marlan and Shawn Ricketts, Jerrell Thompson;
seventeen great-grandchildren; daughter-in-law,
Jennifer Murdock Ricketts; devoted friends, Oliver
Goldsmith and Pam; and a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, other relatives, friends and neighbors.
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