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Orcder of Service

Musical Prelude
Opening Selection .........cccervvveeenirrenn “Cireat is Thy Faithfulness™
Scriplures;

{Md Testameni: Psalm 23
MNew Testament: John 14:1-6

Prayer of Comfon .........ccceenvivniniicceniniesennn Rev. Tracey L. Brown
Selection..........ccovvvecivvieens *Goodness of God™ by CeCe Winnans
Reflections
John Smith (brother)

Jalen Smith (nephew)

Ceciley Smith {nicce)
Kathy Dismus (cousin)

Doris Speller (dear friend)
OMTUATY oot Read Silently
Message of ComBort. ..o, Rev. Tracey L. Brown
Recessional ......c...oooeiiicnninincennns “He Never Sleeps™ by Take Six

Hﬁm#ﬂ?::.
illside Cemetery
1401 Woodland Ave.

Scotch Plains, NJ

Dhie to unforeseen circumsiances, a repast will nor be held ar this
time. Instead, we will be holding a Celebration of Life Memorial o
share our favorite stories and honor Rema's incredible spirit,
Dates and details for the gathering will be annownced

in the near fulure.



Gilu

On October 22, 2026, we said goodbye to LaRema Smith, our
beloved family member and friend who brought light, determination,
and jov to everyone she met. Rema was 77 years old and lived life o
the fullest.

She was bom in 1949 in Plainfield, NJ and grew up in the Plainfield
Public School System, graduating high school in 1967 during the
height of the civil rights movement and the summer of love. She
possessed a vibrant, vouthful spontancity—perhaps best proven when
she scared her mother half to death by heading off to the historic 1969
Woodstock festival. While her mother watched the hippie madness
unfold on TV imagining the worst, the resourceful and famously
friendly Rema was already hitching a ride on the hood of a creeping
car to make her way back on the one road that led out of town.

That same tenacity fueled a groundbreaking career. Afier attending
Union College and graduating from Pace University, she started as a
clerk at Teacher’s Insurance in Manhattan. T} 1 sheer talent, she
broke barriers to become the Vice President of Human Resources—a
historic accomplishment for a Black woman at the time.

Rema truly accomplished everything she wanted to do and was deeply
blessed by God. She checked off every travel destination on her
bucket list, exploring England, France, Germany, Spain, lialy, Aruba,
the Caribbean, the Holy Lands, and taking o breathtaking train ride
across the Canadian Rockies. Back home. she filled her life with an
eclectic soundtrack of gospel, country, folk, and jazz, and approached
dining with the passionate palate of a world-class food cnitic. Yet,
what Rema cherished above all else was her faith. She deeply studied
the Bible through Biblical Study, fellowship and faithfully attended
church whenever she was able,

Rema was exceptionally generous at heart and loved by all. She
leaves behind a beautiful legacy and a family who adored her,
including her brothers, John Courtney Smith, Cornell Woodard, and
Christopher Woodard, her niece and nephew, Jalen and Cecily
Emilhmpnli\-cly, her Aunt, Thelma Johnson, first cousins, June
Roman, Kathy Dismus, BilliecanneCollins, Alice Lockley, Niasha
Spann, Raymond, Roy and Randy Sullivan, Linda, Donna, and
Deborah Smith, Patricia Smith, Warren Goins and a host of others.
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We would like to extend a heart filled thank-vou to all the family
members and friends for their support through our grievin
< process. We know in our hearts how much you loved Kemo. w
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