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Obituary
Today, we gather to celebrate the life of our beloved Charlie—a father,
cherished brother, loving uncle, loyal friend, and gifted craftsman whose life
touched so many.

Charlie was born on January 10, 1941, in Anse-à-Veau, Haiti. He spent most of
his childhood there before moving to Port-au-Prince. In time, he made the
courageous journey to the Bronx, New York, then to Queens, where he built
much of his life before eventually settling in Long Island.

He was the beloved son of the late Nerodile Castel and the late Merove
Cacoque. Charlie was the fifth of seven children. He was preceded in death by
his sisters Francoinise and Julie, and his brother Udonne, and leaves behind his
loving siblings Elvire, Plaisiane, and Franck, along with many nieces,
nephews, relatives, and friends who will continue to cherish his memory.
Charlie worked as a carpenter, a profession that reflected who he was. He
believed in hard work, building with his hands, and taking pride in doing a job
well. His craftsmanship was more than a career—it was an expression of his
dedication and commitment.

Anyone who knew Charlie knew two things about him: he loved his coffee, and
no meal was complete without hot pepper to give it an extra kick. Those simple
pleasures became part of what made him uniquely Charlie, and are memories
that will surely bring smiles for years to come.

Charlie was a generous man who was always ready to help and deeply cared for
his family and others. He lived by strong principles and stood firmly in what he
believed. He valued honesty, loyalty, and respect, and once you earned his
trust, he stood by you without hesitation. His life reflected the values he
believed in and the way he chose to live.

A few years ago, Charlie was diagnosed with dementia, a difficult journey for
both him and those who loved him. Though the disease gradually changed
many things, it could never erase the love he shared, the life he built, or the
countless memories he gave to his family and friends.

On May 7, 2026, Charlie peacefully departed this life, leaving behind a legacy
of hard work, love, generosity, and quiet strength. We mourn his passing, but
we also honor a life deeply lived—one that reminds us to work hard, care
deeply, and never forget our roots.

Charlie’s legacy lives on through the family he built, supported, and inspired.
Many of us here today are living proof of his sacrifices and determination, as
his love and efforts created opportunities for generations to come. Though he is
no longer with us physically, his spirit remains in every lesson he taught, every
kindness he showed, and every life he touched. Today we say goodbye with
heavy hearts and deep gratitude—thank you, Charlie. May he rest in eternal
peace, reunited with those who went before him.
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The Family

Matthews 5:4
Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted.
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