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W %(% gm@—afeww/ was born in Georgiana, Alabama

on October 12, 1933 to the parents of John and Alma Gandy. The youngest of five
children, Hazel was raised in Alabama until such time as her father sought a better
life for his family in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and relocated his growing family.

Hazel was a graduate of Taylor Allderdice High School and received her high
school diploma in 1951. A lover of people, Hazel worked as a Nurses’ Aide caring
for the sick and elderly.

In 1956, her best friend, Ora Mae, encouraged Hazel to move to the “BigApple”
for employment opportunities. Job opportunities were indeed plentiful and with
her natural talent as a seamstress, she immediately found work. Hazel and Ora
resided together for many years until Hazel married John Lewis, a fashion
producer and hair designer. The newly-weds traveled from city to city, exhibiting
the clothing and hair designs that they created together.

Being a lover of people, Hazel continued to serve as an Administrative Assistant
for St. Vincent de Paul, an organization of the Archdiocesan of New York. After
retirement, her tireless service continued by volunteering with local charitable
organizations for the benefit of the community.

A soldier in the army for the Lord, Hazel has been a member of Lowly Nazarene
Baptist Church for over thirty-seven years. Through her tireless devotion and
dedication she earned the privilege of heading the Usher Board and also became
the Church Secretary. Hazel was also a long-standing member of the United
Benevolent League of Greater New York receiving many awards and special
recognition for dedication and service.

Hazel loved people, particularly her family. She is preceded in death by her
parents, John and Alma Gandy, husband, John Lewis, sisters, Myrtle Gandy,
Lucille Simmons, and brother John Gandy.

She is survived by: a daughter, Lesli Alma Lewis; grand-daughter, Cheyenne
Lewis of New York; sister, Velma McCreary of Atlanta, Georgia; nieces, Janet
Garcia of Bronx, New York and Linda Richardson; grand-nieces, Takiyah
Richardson, Amirah Richardson and Daiyaanah Richardson; two grand-nephews,
Jabril Richardson and Naeem Richardson, all of Atlanta, Georgia; and a host of
cousins, close friends, brothers and sisters of the United Ushers Benevolent
League of Greater New York and Vicinity and other church family members.

On Saturday, July 20, 2013, at her home in the Bronx, New York, God called His
precious angel of service home to be with Him. She was and will always be loved
by all that knew her. Possessing a heart of gold, she will be dearly missed by every
life she touched and her lasting memories will be treasured forever.
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The famlly of Hazel Lewzs wzshes to express their appreczatlon and

sincere thanks for all of your love, kindness and support shown
during the passing of our loved one.
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