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James Arthur Davis, Jr. was born on
December 3, 1953, to James Arthur and
Margaret Elizabeth (Williams) Davis in
Columbia, South Carolina.

4 In 1962, James, along with his family
S 1moved to Seattle, Washington where he
attended ~ Leschi ~ Elementary  and
Washington Junior High School. It was at Roosevelt High
School, where James’s leadership abilities began to emerge.
James was the Senior Class Vice President, a leader in Junior
Achievement, played Varsity football and was a member of
the marching band, playing clarinet. Upon graduation,
James attended the University of Washington, where he
received a Bachelors of Arts in Marketing and Finance in
June 1975.

James began his career in Seattle at General Electric, moving
on to IBM, where he received promotion to the Franklin
Lakes, New Jersey Headquarters.

Using this experience, James, with his friend Arnold Brown,
launched Alpha Communications in Englewood, New Jersey.

During his college years, James pursued his interest in
housing related services and development working in
property management. He later brought this interest with
his extensive management experience to the Cities of
Paterson and Newark, where he served as a Property
Manager. He was also Property Manager for Riverside
Housing Authority for the City of Paterson.

James was very committed not only to the
Paterson community, but to the larger
community of New Jersey. James served as the
President of the Paterson Branch NAACP;
Commissioner for the City of Irvington
Housing Authority; fellow at the Community
Foundation of New Jersey Neighborhood Leadership




Initiative. President of the New Jersey Federation of
Housing Counselors and Agencies; local member of
the Board of Directors for the Salvation Army;
associate Zion CDC; member of the Paterson
Democratic Club, and Rotary International. James
loved to portray Frederick Douglas, whom he felt
was extremely important to not only Black History but also the
A.M.E Zion Church. Frederick Douglas was himself a member and
leader of the A.ML.E. Zion Church. James worked with children
through his participation in_activities including as a Midget
League Football Coach. James received numerous citations and
commendations including a Citation from the State of New Jersey
for his dedication to public service.

The church has always played a large role in James” life. His
involvement in the A.NMLE. Zion led him to work tirelessly with the
Connectional Lay Council as Annual Conference President, Board
of Lay Activities and the Education Committee.

He was a member of the First A.M.E. Zion Church, Paterson where
he served in numerous capacities including Preacher Steward,
Chairman of the Trustee Board, the Board of Christian Education
winning the Christian Education F.A.M.E. Award and Church
School Teacher. He received his last award in November 2012 from
Mt. Olive A.M.E. Zion for distinguished service.

James was very committed to his fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity Incorporated of which he was a life member. James also
remained an active member of the University of Washington
Alumni Association.

He leaves to cherish fond memories: wife, Paula; along with sons,
James and William, mother, Margaret, father-in-law, Emmett,
sister, Katheryne, brother, Keith, brothers and sisters’ in-law,
aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews.

W *The family wishes to thank the numerous
88 | people who have been kind in so many ways,

d through cards, kind words, and visits during
James illness and subsequent home going to be
with God.



Celebration of the Life of James A. Davis, Jr.

The Order of Worship
Procession............ . U . ...........................c00. Clergy
Invocation......... SEEEE............ .00 ................... Dr. Maven
Song of Celebration
Scripture Readings:

Old Testament: Isaiah, Chapter 53:1-12...... Myr. Arnold Brown
New Testament: Romans Chapter 12:9-18.. Mrs. Joyce Franklin

Prayer of Comfort ..... 5. B Rev. James H. Marlowe
Song of Celebration

Reflections:
Rev. John Givens
Myrs. H. Selina Nelson

Mpr. Christopher ]. Reme ; nephew
M. Joe Hunter, childhood friend
Ms. Katheryne A. Davis, sister
Dr. Yvonne Tracey, President, Connectional Lay Council,
AME Zion Church
Rt. Rev. Louis Hunter, Sr., Presiding Bishop,
Mid-Atlantic 1. Episcopal District

Song of Celebration

Acknowledgements Rev. Dr. Denison D. Harrield, Jr., Secretary,
New Jersey Annual Conference

Song of Celebration
Eulogy ...cccovvvivciciieiine Rev. Dr. Douglas L. Maven, Pastor

Recessional



The Prayer of St. Francis

Lord, make me a channel of Thy peace;
that where there is hatred, [ may bring love;
that where there is wrong,

I may bring the spirit of forgiveness;
that where there 1s discord,

I may bring harmony;
that where there is error, [ may bring truth;
that where there 1s doubt, [ may bring faith;
that where there is despair, [ may bring hope;
that where there are shadows,

[ may bring light;
that where there 1S sadness,

[ may bring joy.

Lord, grant that [ may seek rather to comfort,
than to be comforted;
to understand, than to be understood;
to love, than to be loved.

For it 1s by self-forgetting that one finds.
It 1s by forgiving that one is forgiven.
It is by dying that one awakens to Eternal Life.
Amen.
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