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Obituary

Jane Lydia Rhodes-Simmons was born on June 24, 1957 at
Harlem Hospital in New York City. She was the second child of
the late Grady and Virginia Rhodes. Jane attended the public
school system of NYC, graduating from Louis D. Brandeis High
School. She received her Baccalaureate degree from the City
College of New York.

Jane worked tirelessly as a Social Worker for twenty-two years
with the City of New York and Administration of Children Servic-
es. She loved her job helping parents and children. Jane along with
her family was raised in the Baptist denomination. She was a
former member of Abyssinian Baptist Church in Harlem.

Jane met her husband, William Simmons, in the summer of 1977.
They have been connected at the hip (as we all know!!) ever since.
They enjoyed a wonderful life, traveling throughout the United
States and cruising the Islands. They joined in Holy Matrimony on
January 28, 2005.

Recently, upon her retirement from the City of New York in 2010,
Jane and her husband, William found their new home in Owings
Mills, MD. She was so proud that she made the move. She loved
her new home, looking over the balcony watching the foxes and
deer run through the forest. What a big difference from NYC life.

She leaves to mourn: her devoted husband, William; two
sisters,Valerie of New York and Sharon of New York; one brother,
Bernard (Candace) of New York; two nephews, Dasan and Coby
of New York; three nieces, Cierra, Khayla and Kyrah of New
York; one god brother, Gary of New Y ork; two aunts, Mary Rutger
of Bronx, NY and Irene Rhodes of Virginia; four sisters-in-law;
one brother-in-law; and a host of nieces, nephews, grand nieces and
grand nephews.
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Don'’t grieve for me, for now I'm free
I'm following the path God laid for me
1 took his hand when I heard Him call
I turned my back and left it all.
1 could not stay another day.
| / 2, To laugh, to love, to work or play.
ll/} w Tasks left undone must stay that way,
[ found that peace at the close of day.
If my parting has left a void,
'LGJ/—? Then fill it up with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
QZ/M 02 yes theie things I too iill Miss.
Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
1 wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I savored much.
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don'’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free!

-author unknown
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