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We/fec/z’ons o/ The By(é of
“A Sood WMan”

Willie Albert Goodman peacefully made his transition to join his Heavenly Father on July 26, 2010. He was
predeceased by his parents the late Mr. Albert Goodman and Ms. Ethel Adams. “Al” as he was affectionately
called by his family and friends was born in Jackson, Mississippi on March 31, 1943. He was one of nine children
and he will forever be remembered by his devoted brothers Jaycee Griffin, Charles Griffin, the late Bennie
Goodman, Milton Goodman, and his loving sisters Beverly Griffin, Ruthie Hurst, Gayle Griffin, Margaret
Goodman, and Edna Goodman.

His love of music began at the early age of 12 years old, where he took pleasure in listening to the melodious
sounds of Nat King Cole and Ray Charles. Al was an extremely gifted musician and he was educated in the Jackson
Public School system where he attended Jim Hill High School. It was there he met his lifelong friends, the late
Tommy Hardin, Walter Lee Catchings, Charles Haynes, and Albert Brown. The fabulous five later formed a group
called the Corvettes. The Corvettes replicated the sounds of Smokey Robinson and Miracles, the Spaniards, the
Flamingo’s, the Coasters, the Ink Spots, Hank Ballad and the Midnighters, the Dells, the Dell Vikings, and James
Brown. They eventually recorded two melodies “A Lover’s Prayer” and “You’re Never Gonna’ Leave Me.”

In the early 1960’s, Al decided to take his talent to New York City where he married his high school sweetheart
the late Alice Goodman, and to this union three children were born. They later divorced in 1974 and he married
his best friend, the beautiful and talented Henrietta Goodman, and with this union two children were born.

As time would have it, Al met Mr. Billy Brown, formerly of the group the Broadway’s, and John Morgan of the
Moments at All Platinum records. Al and Billy replaced two of the original members of the Moments and the trio
came together and performed the hits “Love on a Two Way Street,” “Sunday,” and “Somebody Loves You Baby.”
Later John Morgan was replaced by Mr. Harry Ray and in 1979 they became the group Ray, Goodman, and Brown.

Al went on to become one of the major writers and producers for the group and many other artists. He wrote “Look
at Me I’'m In Love,” “Sexy Mama,”’ “Inside of You,” “Special Lady,” “Girls”, and “Happy Anniversary,” just to
name a few. Moreover, the group went on to perform in plays, performed commercials, made a host of television
appearances, and produced 47 albums (of which several went gold and platinum), and toured over 27 countries
swooning fans in England, Germany, Japan, and South Africa. The group was so dynamic that they appealed to
younger artists such as Alicia Keys and performed and toured with her during her hit single “You Don’t Know My
Name.” Recently, rapper Jay Z sampled “Love On a Two-Way Street” which in turn created his most recent hit
“Empire State of Mind.” In addition, rapper Wale recreated the groups hit single “Girls.”

Al loved life and he cherished his family and friends. It was evident in the way that he shared special moments
about his loved ones with everyone. Always smiling, and living life to the fullest, he never met a stranger. He will
be missed by his loved ones; his mother-in-law, Ms. Carrie Young, devoted sisters-in-law, brothers- in- law, and
nieces and nephews. In addition to his loved ones he will be missed by his closest and dearest friends; Gerald and
Edna Alston, Mr. William and Arlene Day, Bernice Moncrief, Ronald Holt, Debbie Owens, Pat Fields, Vaughn
and Sandra Harper, Lonnie and Debbie Youngblood, Larry Winfrey, Clarence Oliver, Jonathan Williams, Walter
Morris, Sammy Lowe, Jr., Dana Thomas, Clea Stewart, Rowena Harris, Millie Jackson, Shelia Frazier, Vance
Holiday, Fred Holiday, Brian Williams, Colt Younger, and various band members. Most important his musical
partners and friends for over 40 years, the flexible first and second tenor Mr. Billy Brown and the seductive first
tenor Mr. Kevin Owens, who replaced the late silky smooth falsetto Mr. Harry Ray in 1992.

Al leaves to cherish his memory: his loving and devoted wife, Henrietta Goodman; his children, Linda Elizabeth
Goodman, Rhonda Renell Goodman, William Albert Goodman, Brandon Henry Goodman and James Albert
Goodman, daughter-in-law, Stephanie Goodman; and his grandson, Aidan Albert Goodman.

Al Goodman -4 rrue gentleman that carried the most appropriate last name...a Good man.
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Interment
Maple Grove Cemetery
Hackensack, New Jersey
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My Dear Beloved Al

you are all of them my love. Ma

' y God shine a special light on y,
eing such an amazing husband and Jriend, and leq

ou always. Thank you Jfor
ving me with such beautiful children,

Love your wife,

Henriettq *
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Zea’;ft) Zj;ﬂnplete this temporary journey you have embraced our hearlz‘s. Yes, Zlve n;;urWneb’;tet :Veiclzliz;;
thslij is where your life truly starts. Your smile sparkled greater than silver and go h.ave S
let go of your hand so that God can grab hold. We will always love you as you e
;ng ui Allywe ask now is that you look down while you are above us. We a?fz gratejZ; i
uos in ti;e midst of your presence we breathe with your ncalemhorj;l ancj wtlel; 2/;2 Vé/eoaLqumil One. -
the nearts tna
J Shepherd, He tends to us as sheep and mends : 2y
I(;Z;:i;lsazz;zis thd and sit at his feet. We don't think of you as a ?os;cl to our family that remains
] ned.
however, we cherish you as a beautiful angel that heaven has gai MO .
Your Children
I love you Pop Pop...amen.

Acknowledgement
The Family of Al Goodman says “Thank You”
Though there is emptiness in our hearts today as we mourn the loss of our beloved Al, we are overwhelmed
by the massive outpouring of your love. Thank for embracing us, thank you for comforting us. Though
we do not understand why sad things happen, we understand that you care deeply for Al and we thank you for
loving him as much as you did. Each call, e-mail, card, word of comfort, hug, smile, tear, funny story, tribute,
flower, and morsel of food is gratefully acknowledged. Having you as a family of friends is powerful and gives us
more memories of comfort that are indelibly etched in our hearts and minds forever, and for this we say “Thank You."
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and family and friends for all of your love and support.
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